
Curriculum Intent – The Crest Academy 

We provide students at the Crest Academy with a world-class curriculum that will enable them to 

compete internationally at the top of their chosen field. In all subjects students will recognise the 

value to their short- and long-term ambitions. They will enjoy learning each subject, delivered by 

passionate and knowledgeable teachers and feel inspired to take learning in that discipline beyond 

their current stage of education. Teachers will skilfully foster an interest in their subject so that 

students can see the relevance in their future lives and prospects.  

The curriculum is delivered via curriculum areas, led by curriculum directors. These areas are divided 

into English, maths, science, humanities, creative culture and world technology. Creative culture 

includes Spanish, drama, music, art, physical education and community languages for example 

Arabic. World technology includes computing, business studies, economics, health and social care, 

IT, hospitality and catering and design technology. All curriculum areas are constantly refining their 

curriculum, ensuring that it has been planned carefully back from the requirements at the end of 

year 13 down to the start of year 7 (or year 10 for some specialist options subjects). The offer of 

academic subjects at KS5 is being increased, with the addition of A-levels in biology, chemistry, 

physics, psychology, law, history, English literature and economics for 2021/2022. The intention is to 

provide a full suite of academic subjects at KS5 by September 2023 so that students studying at the 

Crest Academy have a full opportunity to study at the top universities in the world or access higher-

level apprenticeships upon graduating with us. The addition of these academic subjects adds to the 

vocational provision, with BTEC and applied general qualifications on offer in sport, ICT, business, 

health and social care, and applied science.  

A three-year KS3 allows considerable time to be given to all disciplines prior to students making their 

options choices. For the academic year of 2021/2022, options choices will be a free selection for all 

students, without limitation in terms of prior attainment or perceived ability. This allows all students 

the opportunity to take a direction that interests them and will allow them to follow a future 

pathway of their own choice, removing any early barriers to being able to do that. Curriculum time 

for the options subjects is increased in year 9 to help the students gain a deeper breath of study and 

make informed selections for their GCSE courses. 

Computing in years 7 and 8 has timetabled lessons as well as being delivered as an embedded 

curriculum running through all subjects. This allows students to see the significance of computing 

across all disciplines and has been carefully mapped to cover the requirements of the National 

Curriculum. Students will have the opportunity to apply the skills of computing to support with their 

learning in a reflection of the interdisciplinary significance of computing in the 21st century. 

At the Crest Academy, we offer a joint art and design technology curriculum and a combined English 

and drama curriculum in years 7 and 8. The combination of these disciplines at this stage of learning 

aims to provide a significant amount of time within the curriculum to each subject, helping to 

provide a broad and balanced curriculum. The model for computing, drama and design technology 

will be reviewed at the end of the academic year and modified if needed. 

Students, joining the Crest Academy, often do so with levels of attainment below the national 

average. There are also large numbers of in-year admissions, often of students with low levels of 

English language. At the Crest Academy, we believe that leaving with a minimum of a standard pass 

in both English and maths is vital to provide our students, who are from the fifth most deprived 

quintile, with the future opportunities that they deserve. In year 11 timetabled English and maths 

lessons are first thing in the morning and are the key focus of the tutor time intervention 

programme. An alternative pathway is provided for those students joining with very little or no 

English; this allows them to develop the language skills needed to then go on to access the rest of 

the curriculum. This includes curriculum time for ESOL, functional skills English and extra English at 



KS4. It includes language at KS3 and one class of students with more time being able to access 

English before moving into a group once better English language skills have been attained.  

Assessment is first and foremost used to understand how well pupils are learning the curriculum. It 

is also used to evaluate the implementation of the curriculum and to allow teachers to make 

modifications for the current and future cohorts of students. Baseline assessments are utilised to 

determine current understanding and formative assessments guide practice throughout the unit. 

There are three summative assessments each year, providing a cumulative assessment point to 

evaluate the strategies used to embed understanding into students’ long-term memories. Retrieval 

practice and carefully designed formative assessments use hinge questioning, multiple choice 

quizzes and planned spaced practice to help develop the students’ long-term memories in each 

discipline. Workload for teachers is managed by using MS Forms for self-marking multiple-choice 

assessments and whole-group feedback, rather than any longer written feedback on students’ work. 

Faculties are building in the use ‘knowledge organisers’ to support students in preparing for 

assessments and for the successful acquisition of knowledge in their long-term memories.  

Student personal development is especially important at the Crest Academy. The personal 

development curriculum meets all statutory requirements, including health, staying safe, and 

awareness of RSE. There is also a focus on the learnings of Steven Covey, as explained in ‘The 7 

Habits of Highly Effective People’. The personal development curriculum is delivered through the 

tutor time programme and a dedicated session of curriculum time for year 7 starting this academic 

year, taught alongside religious studies. Using the 7 habits as a foundation, students at the Crest 

Academy will be taught how to be ready, respectful and safe. They will explore how to be happy, 

successful and kind adults, who work effectively to ensure optimum outcomes. The extra-curricular 

pathway will run to provide students with a richer experience of school-life than that offered by the 

academic curriculum only. We aim to create a community garden within the extensive grounds of 

the academy and help to provide food to the local foodbank. Student leadership will feature heavily 

throughout 2021/2022 and a newly designed house system will help to develop the Crest Academy 

community allowing interaction and learning across year groups.  

As we move forward, the curriculum at the Crest Academy will be developed to include student 

oracy, digital literacy and creativity in all subject areas, underpinned by a knowledge-rich focus in 

every subject. We recognise that without these skills students will be limited when they attend job 

interviews or in their chosen professions in a modern, digital age. Students will also be taught to 

evaluate their own performance and will create and present feedback to their parents and tutors as 

part of the feedback cycle, rather than traditional parents’ evenings. This strategy will further 

support the oracy, digital literacy and indeed creativity of the students at the Crest Academy.  

With a new headteacher, the vision for the Crest Academy is ambitious and clear. Curriculum work 

will remain focused on providing the best opportunities for the students studying at the Crest 

Academy and to provide them with the opportunity to excel in their chosen field as happy, 

successful and kind adults.  


