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8th January 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Hampers/Vouchers during Covid  

As a staff and a Trust, we are incredibly proud to have been able to support our families 
through this exceptionally challenging time and to continue this support. 

Throughout the last two terms of the last academic year, we were able to provide food 
hampers and supermarket vouchers for pupils registered for free school meals and vouchers 
during the Christmas break. 

If you are a family who did not previously qualify for free school meals but whose income 
has reduced or stopped due to the coronavirus crisis, you may now qualify based on your 
new financial circumstances. We encourage all parents and carers who have not yet applied 
for free school meals to apply if you think you may qualify. 

If you meet the criteria below, then please apply as soon as possible to start receiving food 
hampers, and vouchers (usually during the holiday) when these are available. 

· Income Support 

· income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

· income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

· support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

· the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

· Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an 
annual gross income of no more than £16,190) 

· Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax 
Credit 

· Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less 
than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

You can apply to register your child for a free school meal via 
www.brent.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals.  
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 Please note if your child qualifies for a free school meal you can receive hampers and 
vouchers when they are available without your child taking up a meal when they are at the 
Academy, but they do have the option to access a hot nutritious lunch when we re-open to 
all the children. The Academy can also access additional pupil premium funding to support 
every child who is registered as having access to Free School Meals. 

Please ensure to apply as soon as possible and while you are waiting for a reply from the 
local council you can access the hampers (vouchers when they are available) immediately by 
checking if your child is eligible on https://pps.lgfl.org.uk/. Please speak with the 
administration office for further guidance. 

Please note that we treat all families’ requests for support in confidence and this is 
managed in line with GDPR. Please ensure we have your email address and all the contact 
numbers we have are correct. 

Please note that we cannot backdate claims for hampers and vouchers, so please apply for 
free school meals as soon as possible for hampers and by 13th January 2021 for a 
supermarket vouchers for £15 for February half-term which is being supported under the 
Local Authority Covid Winter Grant Scheme. 

We want to help families during the pandemic, so please contact the Academy if you need 
any further support or guidance. 

Thank you very much for your support.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Cristalina Fernandes 

Headteacher  


