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Sixth Form Pathways

Our range of pathways have been designed to help you achieve your 

career goals and to prepare you for progression after Post-16 study.

As a Crest Academy Sixth Form student you can choose from one of the 

following pathways:

Business Studies and ICT

Applied (Biomedical) Science

Biology, Chemistry and Maths

English Literature, Sociology and History

Your chosen pathway balances four key components, allowing you to gain a broad range of 

skills, knowledge and experience related to the industry you wish you progress your career 

in.

Career Aspirations

Successful completion of your pathway may lead onto 
university, employment or an apprenticeship, offering 
you the potential to enter a diverse range of careers.

Developing Future Skills

We focus on enhancing your resilience, research and 
revision skills – teaching you how to revise and how to 
cope with the pressures of assignments, tight 
deadlines and exams. A Level Study Programmes also 
develop your English and communication skills as well 
as your technical and numerical abilities.

Work Experience

You will participate in career enhancing work 
experience placements. Work experience 
opportunities add great value to your CV and support 
your UCAS applications. 

Enrichment

During your pathway you will have the opportunity to 
take part in activities that contribute to your wider 
development and support your academic studies. 
Examples of our enrichment activities include:
• Visits to Russell Group universities including the 

University of Cambridge, the University of Oxford 
• Live briefs and master classes delivered from 

industry professionals



Sixth Form Entry
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Dear Parents, Guardians and Carers,

The Sixth Form at The Crest Academy offers a vibrant, friendly and highly successful learning and 
social community, which supports and challenges every individual. Our unique offer allows every 
student to take advantage of a range of stimulating and enhancing opportunities, enabling them 
to pursue their chosen pathway.

Our school vision ‘Every student a leader’ is replicated in our Sixth Form, where we prepare 
every learner to be a strong, resilient and self-aware young adult, empowered with the life skills, 
knowledge and tools to be a leader in the 21st century.

Students achieve excellent outcomes as a result of our promise to students; that we will 
endeavour to provide experiences, activities and learning opportunities to expose them to the 
world beyond The Crest Academy; enabling them to flourish and succeed in their ambitions.

We pride ourselves on striking the perfect balance between independence and support; and the 
ability to provide our learners with unparalleled opportunities and a broad curriculum, delivered 
by passionate staff.

Our Sixth Form is the ideal destination for determined, motivated and enthusiastic students, 
whose self-ambitions can only be matched by our unique offer and promise of preparing every 
student to be a leader of the future. I am incredibly proud that The Crest Academy offers every 
student the opportunity to realise their potential and achieve their chosen pathway and invite 
you to experience this yourself.

Yours faithfully

Paul Morgan

Assistant Headteacher, Head of Sixth Form



Biology

What's A level Biology about?

The study of life itself, A level biology explores the theories and principles involved in living 
systems, in all their intricate beauty. Topics you will learn about include lifestyle, transport, 
genes and health, development, plants and the environment, the natural environment and 
species survival, energy, exercise and co-ordination, as well as practical biology and research 
skills. By the end of the course you will know about the principles of genetics, molecules, 
taxonomy, natural selection, evolutionary theory, global warming, bacteria and viruses, and 
more.

You will gain an understanding of how society makes decisions about scientific issues, as well 
some of the ways in which the scientific community contributes to the success of the economy 
and society.

If you are interested in recent developments in genetic engineering or disease prevention, 
understanding how we evolved, finding out how cells – “little bags of water with things 
dissolved in them” – carry out so many different processes in a seemingly effortless fashion, 
tracking down natural resources, the true impacts of pollution on the natural world, or animal 
care and conservation programmes, to name a few, then this is your subject.

Assessment Information

Your A level grade is determined by your performance in three written papers at the end of the 
course, which include questions relating to both theory and practical skills.

In the OCR Biology specification, the first two papers (multiple choice, structured questions, 
extended response questions) each cover roughly half of the course content and account for 
74% of the final mark. Paper 3 includes synoptic questions which might relate to any part of 
the specification and contains only structured and extended response questions. It accounts 
for 26% of the final mark.

Practical skills are assessed by your teacher during a minimum of 12 lab and field experiments, 
the results of which are sent to the exam board for moderation. Your practical skills result is 
reported alongside (but does not contribute to) your A level grade.

Where can this take me?

A level Biology is a highly respected academic A level and it makes an excellent choice, offering 
you access to a wide range of university courses and careers. You'll need biology for most 
degrees in medicine, biology, biomedical sciences, dentistry, dietetics, physiotherapy, 
orthoptics and veterinary medicine. Biology is usually required or recommended for courses in 
biochemistry, environmental science, nursing, occupational therapy, optometry, pharmacy, 
sports science, physiology and speech therapy.

Exam Board: OCR   Curriculum Director: Mrs L. Assari 



Chemistry

What's A level Chemistry about?

• A level chemistry studies the material world, and through chemistry we can describe and 
explain questions such as: "what happens when sugar dissolves in tea?"; "why is mercury a 
liquid at room temperature?"; "how do we make plastics?"; "what can we do about global 
warming?"; "how and why will I be affected if oil runs out?".

• From baking a cake to recharging a mobile phone, chemistry is involved in everything we 
do; and our lives are inextricably influenced by many aspects of chemistry. Chemistry will 
continue to be at the forefront of responding the needs of society; with chemists central to 
making advances in designing new materials, efficient energy use, drug development, and 
technology, to name but a few.

• A level chemistry courses cover a wide variety of basic concepts such as the structure of the 
atom; the interaction of matter and energy; how to control reactions; patterns in the 
Periodic Table; understanding carbon-based molecules.

Assessment Information

• The courses are linear, meaning that the A level exams take place at the end of the second 
year and any internal or AS exams taken at the end of the first year do not contribute to the 
overall grade of the A level.

• There are 3 written papers, two of which question particular topics from the two years, 
whilst the third is more 'synoptic' (asking questions which cut across several topics) and has 
a greater emphasis on the understanding of practical work you have developed during the 
course. Taking the example of OCR, Paper 1 examines modules 1, 2, 3 and 5; Paper 2 
examines modules 1, 2, 4 and 6; and Paper 3 covers all 6 modules.

• In addition to these three papers which decide your A level grade, you will also need to 
complete 12 core practical which your teachers assess. The practical mark is published as an 
endorsement to your A level grade.

Where can this take me?

Chemistry A level is a highly respected A level, with its broad variety of tested skills, and it is a 
good choice for many degrees and careers. Chemistry has been described as the ‘central 
science’ and is often combined with either physics or biology. It is a compulsory choice for 
anyone wishing to pursue medicine, dentistry and veterinary science, as well as chemistry-
based degrees, such as pharmacy, pharmacology, and biochemistry.

Exam Board: OCR   Curriculum Director: Mrs L. Assari 



English Literature

What's A level English Literature about?

A level English Literature studies how great writing enables the exploration of many of life's 
fundamental themes: love, loneliness, prejudice, bravery and perseverance to name but a few.

An A level English Literature course covers a variety of modern and historical prose, poetry and 
drama texts from Shakespeare, Oscar Wilde, Andrea Levy and John Betjeman, and many more. 
The texts you must read are laid down partly by the exam board and partly by the academy to
make sure that you cover a good variety of writing, and they change from year to year. In 
addition to 'set texts' which you have to study, you will be expected to explore your own 
interests; a willingness to ‘read around’ texts is essential.

Assessment Information

Paper 1 is on ‘Love through the ages’. Study of three texts: one poetry and one prose text, of 
which one must be written exam lasting 3 hours..

Paper 2 is called ' Texts in shared contexts’. . There are two options –

• Option 2A: WW1 and its aftermath

• Option 2B: Modern times: literature from 1945 to the present-day 

This includes a study of three texts: one prose, one poetry, and one drama, of which one must 
be written post-2000 . Examination will include an unseen prose extract. Assessment is 
through a 2 hours 30 minutes ‘open book’ written examination.

The final assessment is coursework, which involves personal reading alongside  a Comparative 
critical study of two texts, at least one of which must have been written pre-1900, One 
extended essay (2500 words) and a bibliography. Coursework counts for 20% of your final 
mark.

Where can this take me?

English Literature is a highly respected A level. As well as an English Literature degree itself, 
students of Literature might go on to study for university degrees in a range of subjects 
including: history, sociology, psychology, drama and theatre studies and law. Even medical
schools value the subject highly.

It is also very effective in developing transferrable skills such as interpretive abilities, 
communication, an understanding of how language works, close analysis, and the ability to 
construct a well-argued case. These are highly valued in a range of graduate careers such as 
teaching, business and finance, journalism, publishing and politics.

Exam Board: AQA   Curriculum Director: Ms S. Hale



Mathematics

What’s A level Mathematics about?

A level mathematics is often thought of as a subject of complicated calculations. However, 
calculations form only a small part of this rigorous discipline which requires clear thinking and 
the development of specific ideas into generalised solutions.

On one hand A level mathematics deals with highly abstract topics which require considerable 
imagination combined with the discipline of 'proof'. On the other hand mathematics underpins 
virtually all the practical developments in science, IT and economics which have formed our 
modern world.

A level mathematics gives you the opportunity to study topics such as geometry, calculus and 
trigonometry (pure mathematics) and to use these ideas within the 'applied' topics such as 
mechanics and statistics. Mechanics is strongly linked to physics and builds on ideas of motion 
and forces to work out how and why objects move. Statistics allows us to make sense of the 
complex and variable world around us via analytical methods in order to draw reliable 
conclusions from 'sets' of information.

Assessment Information

Maths A level is a linear specification, so all assessment will be via examination at the end of 
the course, with no separate coursework.

There are three equally weighted exams at the end of the whole course, as follows:

• Paper 1: 2 hours long, questions on pure maths topics, all questions compulsory

• Paper 2: 2 hours long, questions on pure maths topics, all questions compulsory

• Paper 3: 2 hours long, questions on mechanics and statistics, all compulsory

Where can this take me?

Mathematics is a highly respected A level and supports progression to a wide range of degree 
courses and careers. All science-based degrees require good maths skills, and so too do 
engineering and many computing and economics-based and social science degrees.

Further Mathematics is excellent preparation for degrees involving a lot of maths work and is 
required for some degree courses.

Exam Board: Edexcel  Curriculum Director: Mrs H. Ercan



History

What's A level History about?

History is the study of the past. It examines the political, economic, social and cultural issues of 
different era and cultures. At its most ambitious, the subject is the study of everything.

Of course, in A level History you won't be expected to learn everything from the Battle of Hastings in 
1066 to the Cold War, but you will cover enough in breadth and depth to develop a good 
understanding of events in their historical context, and to develop an historian's approach to the past. 
"Why was a particular course of action followed?" is a fundamental question underlying the study of 
history, and its primary purpose is not to judge but to comprehend.

From an intellectual standpoint, A level history is about the acquisition of vital learning skills: you 
need to be able to read and digest large amounts of information and to pick out what is and is not 
relevant to the question you are dealing with. History will teach you how to analyse, reflect and to 
argue clearly in class and in writing.

The rewards are many! The enjoyment and intellectual stimulation you get when you've securely 
understood the topic are considerable. This is when arguments can be formed, and you can involve 
yourself in the cut-and-thrust of historical debate. Your ideas will be revived or challenged, and you 
are bound to establish new perspectives.

Assessment Information

history is mainly examined through written exams at the end of the course. It is essential that you 
become confident in timed conditions, and you will get lots of practice in writing under limited time.,

You will sit three written exams and submit a project. The written exams cover:

• British period study and enquiry 1 hour 30-minute paper 25% of the total

• Non-British period study 30 marks 1-hour paper 15% of the total

• Thematic study and historical interpretations 2-hour 30-minute paper 40% of total

• And you will complete a 3000–4000 words essay on a topic of your choice which counts for 20% of 
the total

Most questions are concerned with why events occur - e.g. "How far do you agree that tensions in 
the Balkans were the most important reason for the outbreak of war in 1914?" There will also be 
questions that ask you to analyse a source as a piece of evidence - e.g. "How useful is Source A as 
evidence as to why Henry VIII broke with the Catholic Church?"

Where can this take me?

History is a highly respected A level and very popular at degree level. Offers from top universities will 
regularly be AAA or A*AA. The analytical skills required for history A level also make it a natural 
foundation for anyone wishing to study law.

A degree in history also leads to many career options: you don’t just have to become a History 
teacher (nothing wrong with that, of course!). The Historical Association provides a very useful 
overview of potential careers.

Exam Board: OCR Curriculum Director: Mrs H. Bhardwa 

https://www.history.org.uk/student/resource/2914/careers-in-history


Sociology

What's A level Sociology about?

Sociology is the study of society - how people interact in groups. A level sociology examines social 
behaviour from a variety of perspectives: how it originates and then develops, and the ways people 
are organised into groups according to distinctions such as class, gender and race. A level Sociology 
also looks at the institutions and forces which shape and are shaped by groups within a society, such 
as the media, religion and education.

A level sociology focuses on contemporary society, providing an awareness of the importance of social 
structure and actions in explaining social forces and issues. Some questions A level sociology covers 
include:

• Why do boys underachieve in the education system?

• Why are black people five time more likely to be stopped and searched?

• Why are women more religious when religion oppresses them?

Assessment Information

A level Sociology is a linear qualification, which means exams take place at the end of two years. It is 
assessed through examinations in which consist mostly of essay-based questions, plus several 
structured questions.

The three A level exams each count for a third of the final mark:

• Paper 1: a two-hour exam on Education in Society, with associated sociological theory and methods

• Paper 2: a two-hour exam on two option topics (see earlier)

• Paper 3: a two-hour exam on Crime and Deviance, with associated sociological theory and methods

Where can this take me?

Sociology provides an excellent starting point for any social science degree from economics, 
psychology, and politics to criminology and philosophy. You do not need to have an A level in sociology
to study sociology at university, though it helps.

A degree in sociology can lead to many career options including teaching, advertising, research, 
marketing and business. Sociology is an academic subject teaching you transferable skills so really, it’s 
up to you which area of work you choose to go into afterwards.

Exam Board: AQA Curriculum Director: Mrs H. Bhardwa 



Applied (Biomedical) Science

What’s BTEC Applied Science about?

The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma in Applied Science is intended as an applied 
general qualification for post-16 learners who want to continue their education through applied 
learning and who aim to progress to higher education courses. The qualification is wide-ranging and 
equivalent in size to three A Levels. It has been designed as a two-year, full-time programme of 
study.

This pathway facilitates the opportunity to explore, through the optional units, a particular area of 
science if you wish, to support progression to applied science courses in higher education, and to 
link with relevant occupational areas.

Assessment Information

All qualifications in the suite share some common units and assessments, allowing learners some 
flexibility in moving between sizes. The qualification titles are given below.

• BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Applied Science

• BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Applied Science

• BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma in Biomedical Science

These include both internally and externally assessed units

Where can this take me?

Whichever route you take, the qualification supports entry to, for example: 

• BSc (Hons) in Chemistry with Analytical Science 

• BSc (Hons) in Forensic Science 

• Higher National Diploma (HND) in Applied Science. 

Some university courses may require achievement of specific units, for example a BSc (Hons) in 
biomedical sciences and a BSc (Hons) in pharmacy at certain universities will require options to be 
taken from the biomedical Science extended diploma.

Exam Board: Pearsons Curriculum Director: Mrs L. Assari 



Business

What’s BTEC Business Studies about?

The aim of the Pearson BTEC Extended National Diploma is to provide students with a sound, basic 
business education, suitable for those seeking a range of careers in industry, commerce and public 
administration and thus enabling them to be more successful when seeking employment. It is a 
well-regarded qualification for entry to Higher Education and advanced professional studies. 
Almost all UK universities accept it as entry.

It is, above all, a vocational course, designed to develop the skills of students to be able to solve 
problems, which are likely to arise in daily work. In addition, it enables students to continue their 
studies since it gives entry to a whole range of recognised UK degree courses.

Assessment Information

Everyone taking this qualification will study three mandatory units. They are

• Exploring the Business Environment

• Developing a Marketing Campaign

• Personal and Business Finance

One optional Unit called Recruitment and Selection Process. Students have to complete two 
internal coursework. Students also must complete two external examinations. 

Where can this take me?

This qualification, when studied with other level 3 qualifications, is designed primarily to support 
progression to employment after further study at university. However, it can also support students 
progressing to employment directly, or via an apprenticeship. It will give the successful student the 
transferable knowledge, understanding and skills that will be an advantage in applying for a range 
of industry linked training programmes or apprenticeships in the business or other sector of their 
choice.

Exam Board: Edexcel Curriculum Director: Ms M. Appah



OCR Cambridge Technical in 
IT

What’s BTEC Business Studies about?

Cambridge Technical are vocational qualifications for students aged 16+. They are designed with the 
workplace in mind and provide a high-quality alternative to A Levels. Vocational education is not  just 
about results, it is about educating people in the knowledge and skills required for employment  and 
for the community. It is also about developing the behaviours and attributes needed to progress and 
succeed in education and in work.

Assessment Information

Level 3 Cambridge Technical attract UCAS points, equivalent to the size/grade as  other Level 3 
qualifications. There are two mandatory externally assessed units these are:

• Unit 1 Fundamentals of IT

• Unit 2 Global Information

To complete the Level 3 Cambridge Technical Introductory Diploma in IT you will need to complete 3 
additional units which are internally assessed and externally moderated. The units you can complete 
will depend on your chosen pathway. Your teacher will guide you to choose a suitable pathway. The 
pathways you can choose from are; IT Infrastructure technician, Emerging Digital Technology 
Practitioner, Application Developer and Data Analyst. Each internally assessed unit is equivalent to 
approximately 16% of the qualification.

Where can this take me?

The Cambridge Technical in IT have had support from a range of employers and universities. These 

include BT, Barclays, Cisco, CompTIA, IBM , Naace, Tech Partnership (SSC), Anglia Ruskin University, 

Arden University, Birmingham City University and University of Bath. Cambridge Technical provide a 

strong base for progression to university, apprenticeships or work and are recognised for UCAS tariff 

points. After completing your apprenticeship, you can pursue a career in a wide range of IT and 

Computing related fields. You could work as a data analyst, IT technician, app developer, project 

manager, network engineer, software developer.

Exam Board: OCR Curriculum Director: Ms M. Appah



Sixth Form Entry Requirements

5 GCSEs or above grade 5 this includes English and 
Maths and the individual subject entry requirement

SUBJECT ENTRY REQUIREMENT
Applied General (BTEC) 

Applied Science BTEC Science – Distinction plus Grade 5 for GCSE Mathematics or
Grade 5 in GCSE Additional Science plus Grade 5 for GCSE Mathematics/English.

Business Studies
(Double Award) Five GCSEs at  grade 4 or above including English Language (5) and Maths (5) or 

a  Level 2 BTEC Diploma in ICT/Business Studies.ICT

A Levels
Biology Triple Science – 3 GCSE Grade 7 passes plus Grade 6 for GCSE

Mathematics.
Double Science – GCSE Grade 7 in Additional Science plus Grade 6 for GCSE 
Mathematics.

Chemistry

English Literature Grade 7 – GCSE English Language plus English Literature

History Grade 6 – GCSE History

Sociology Grade 6 – English Language

Mathematics Grade 7 – GCSE Mathematics

1. This form should be used for making an application for a place in the Sixth Form. 

2. You should consult the course options booklet and seek advice from your current teachers, 
a careers adviser and the Sixth Form subject teachers before making your choice. 

3. For each course you must also meet individual subject entry requirements 
4. Final decisions on which subjects or courses can be followed will be made in light of 

examination results and careers aspirations. 

External Applicants Internal Applicants

Application Forms

Please scan or click the QR code to complete the relevant online application form.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=GO7B01t5ske0wJc0nDNaDriLE8Db02hHr0twTTXneg9UQzJCOThLOThaSVQxRVgyMk9EVzZHWVBBSC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=GO7B01t5ske0wJc0nDNaDriLE8Db02hHr0twTTXneg9UOE9XU1JMR1k2WlVTOVJNOE9DMkk0RE42Vi4u

