
Friday, 24 April 2020 

Travelling to Lowood 

 

Write one paragraph that describes this setting.  

With no one else around, the little house sits isolated in 

the middle of a field of yellow and green grass. The dull 

clouds sneak around above in the sky ready to drop its 

rain at any moment. Empty hills run on forever and the 

rock walls are slowly decaying. Silence fills the air as the 

wind comes and goes. 

 

Extension: Include details of a person travelling through the setting, and how they feel 

about their surroundings as they travel. 

The silence is peaceful yet disturbing as the eerie silence builds up the excitement within 

me. The excitement pf something new, a new beginning, a new life. 

1. What happened on the final time Mrs Reed spoke to Jane? 

Jane is in her bed and Mrs Reed comes to her. She tells her you do not need to 

bother me or my children in the morning before you leave but I wanted to say 

goodbye, you have been my best friend and make sure to talk well of me to others. 

To this, Jane turned around and covered herself in her bed sheets. 

Marking - Mrs Reed tells Jane not to say goodbye to her or Jane’s cousins in the 

morning. Mrs Reed asks Jane to think of her as her friend again, but Jane silently 

turns her back on Mrs Reed. 

2. How does the landscape change during Jane’s journey to Lowood? 

When Jane leaves Gateshead she is taken through many towns and cities, one of 

which they stop at an inn, and as she arrives to Lowood school, the weather is very 

wet and misty. 

Marking - After leaving Gateshead Hall, Jane passes through a number of towns. As 

she approaches Lowood, the countryside becomes hilly. Lowood is set in a valley. 

Which of your predictions have been shown to be correct so far? 

 My predictions about them having to share a cup was correct and that they had 
insufficient amount of food for dinner. They also have to follow a strict schedule for 
what time things had to be done. They wear plain dresses and pinafores. 
 

What else have you found out about life for the girls at Lowood School? 

 Life for the girls at Lowood school is hard as they have to follow a strict schedule and 
are assigned a specific amount of time for everything they do. They have monitors for 
specific things and they must do everything sufficiently. When they go to bed, they 
must share beds as there is not much space and their beds are close together.  

 

 



Extension: How does Bronte create Jane as a character? What can you notice? 

Bronte creates Jane as a character by making her different to all the other girls and making 

her stand out. For example, all the girls at Lowood school ae quiet, meek and submissive 

however Jane is the opposite as she is a very passionate child. This makes her stand out 

more as a character and highlights how she is different to all the other characters. 

Charlotte Brontë just describes what Jane did. There are no descriptions of how Jane 

is feeling during this busy and exciting day. By describing everything that happens to 

Jane so quickly, Brontë shows a reader how much Jane is going through. Jane has 

no time to stop and reflect on what is happening – she has too much to do! 

Do you agree with this statement? 

I agree with this statement as Jane is not showing any emotions in this passage. It may be 

done to symbolise how Janes life has changed so much in such a short amount of time. 

However, the speed of things being told in the passage may be done to show the adrenaline 

and excitement that Jane has and how quickly everything is happening. She also states that 

she has no appetite because of how excited she is, showing how she feels about the whole 

situation. 

For each of these events, you need to write a sentence that shows what Jane would 

be thinking and what she would be feeling.  

 She leaves Gateshead, knowing that she will never see Bessie, Mrs Reed, 
John, Eliza and Georgiana again. –  she has mixed emotions towards leaving 
Gateshead Hall. Jane is happy to not have to see the Reeds however Jane is 
sad to have to leave Bessie behind as she is the only one that was nice to 
Jane throughout the time she was at Gateshead hall, and she is the only one 
who sympathised for Jane. Bessie was Jane’s favourite person at Gateshead 
Hall and without Bessie, Jane feels her life would be much harder. She is 
thinking about what the future holds for her ahead and she is hoping for a new 
and better life. 

 She travels a long distance to a strange new place - she feels excited and this 
gives her time for the adrenaline to build up. She thinks that the long journey 
is worth a new start and approach to life. She enjoys seeing the new towns 
and cities which she has never seen before. 

 She meets two new teachers at Lowood – jane is asked many questions and 
is excited to start her new life at Lowood school. She talks to her teachers 
about her past life and how she is an orphan and feels comfortable around 
them. 

 She sees lots and lots of girls studying in a large room – Jane is eager to 
learn new things and so seeing them learning would give her passion for 
learning and make her want to start learning as soon as possible. 

 Dinner is passed around: a piece of oat cake and a mug of water is shared 
between a number of girls – Jane sees this and realised that they have to 
share, this would not have happened in Gateshead but she doesn’t mind as 
long as she does not have to be surrounded by the same energy there was at 
Gateshead. 
 

 Extension: Think back at how Jane is created as a character. What does Bronte want the 

reader to feel/think now about Jane? 



 Bronte wants the reader to feel that Jane has suffered so much and does not mind having to 

share the same cup and eat less food at meals if it means she can get away from the 

negative energy at Gateshead. Bronte wants to highlight Janes suffering and how she thinks 

it will be a new start to her life. 

Which of these statements could explain how Jane feels on arriving at Lowood? 

a) Overwhelmed, because there are dozens of girls at the school. 

b) Annoyed, because the pupils have to study. 

c) Exhausted, because she has had to walk a long distance after the coach dropped her 

off. 

d) Hungry, because she hasn’t eaten all day. 

e) Anxious, because the school has lots of rules and routines that she does not 

know yet.  

 

Friday, 24 April 2020 

                                     First Day at Lowood 

1. What were the worst moments of Jane’s life at Gateshead Hall? 

The worst moment of Jane’s life at Gateshead Hall where when she was sent to the 

red-room and fainted from fear and when she was hit in the head by John Reed. She 

also had to watch the Reeds enjoy their Christmas parties while she had to stay 

inside the nursery by herself with her teddy bear. 

1. What was the worst moment? Why? 

The worst moment was when Jane was locked in the red room. This is because Jane 

fainted after thinking she can sense someone’s presence near her. She thought 

through her whole life and how she has done nothing wrong to be treated like this. 

She also compares herself to a slave because she is treated badly, and her owners 

are the tyrants.  

Extension: Which of these events happened more than once? 

Jane was constantly punished and bullied by John Reed and she was always blamed 

for what happened between them. 

 Which events only happened once? Which were the most memorable? 

Jane was locked in the red room and she fainted. This was very memorable for Jane 

and she still remembers it even when she is grown up. The punishment will forever 

be in Janes memory however when she is grown up, she says she forgives Mrs 

Reed and understands that her intentions were for the best, so Jane deserved the 

punishment. 

Write these events in the order they happened 

B. Jane wakes at dawn. 

F. She washes herself when there is a basin available.  



G. She enters the schoolroom and studies the Bible for an hour.  

A. She enters the refectory, where two large cauldrons stand on each long table.  

E. Jane and the children say grace and sing a hymn. 

D. Jane eats very little porridge because is burnt. 

C. Jane and the other children say a thanks for the food.  

Extension: What could these events foreshadow? 

These events could foreshadow that Jane will have a very strict schedule at Lowood 

school and will become very religious. Religion will be a part of everything she does 

and play an important part in changing everyone else’s view on her behaviour as a 

‘bad’ child. 

Please come up with three or four more bullet points that summarise what 

happens at Lowood School from morning until they go into the garden.  

They finish clearing away breakfast and line up for their lessons. 

The superintendent comes and tells them they will have bread and cheese for lunch 

as they didn’t eat any breakfast because it was burnt. 

They go outside and Jane hears someone coughing. 

Suggestions: 

Jane studies grammar and history for one hour. 

After this, she studies arithmetic and writing until 12. 

Miss Temple announces that the children will receive some bread and cheese as 

their breakfast was so disgusting, but the children don’t normally get any food at this 

time. 

The children have to go outside, whatever time of year and whatever the weather is. 

1. Jane wakes at dawn. - Jane has to get up really early, all year round. This is very 

hard in winter when the temperature is freezing 

2. She washes herself when there is a basin available - there was not much or enough 

water for them to all shower and the water was cold. This show how the living 

conditions were bad and that they would have to wait for a basin to be free as there 

weren’t enough for them all. 

3. She enters the schoolroom and studies the Bible for an hour - The first part of each 

day is spent studying the Bible. This shows it was a very strict Christian school.  

4. She enters the refectory, where two large cauldrons stand on each long table – they 

were all sat together and organised structures. It was a very plain building and not 

very exciting for the children, it was boring. 

5. Jane and the children say grace and sing a hymn – the children are very religious 

and have to follow Christianity very strictly. 

6. Jane eats very little porridge because is burnt – there is not good conditions at 

Lowood and they do not get fed very well. 



7. Jane and the other children say a thanks for the food – they have high expectations 

and are taught to not complain but rather be grateful for what they are given.  

8. Jane studies grammar and history for one hour – Jane was happy to leave 

Gateshead to learn new things and she is expected to be very well educated. 

9. After this, she studies arithmetic and writing until 12 – she is expected to know how 

to read and write. Jane really enjoys reading as seen at Gateshead before the red 

room incident. 

10. Miss Temple announces that the children will receive some bread and cheese as 

their breakfast was so disgusting, but the children don’t normally get any food at this 

time – they do not have a sufficient amount of food and don’t eat 3 meals a day. They 

do not have good food either, they have burnt food however are taught to be grateful 

for what they have anyways. 

11. The children have to go outside, whatever time of year and whatever the weather is – 

there are not many safety rules and regulations. They do not have much regard for 

the health ad safety of the children at Lowood. 

After looking at Jane’s first morning at Lowood School, do you think that Jane’s life at 

Lowood will be better or worse than at Gateshead? 

I think that Janes life will be better at Lowood school as she is not going to constantly be 

judged and criticised by the same people over and over. This is because the hate is not 

focused mainly on her, but also the other girls attending Lowood school. She will also be 

able to get away from the Reeds and their focused aim to make Jane feel unwelcome. 

She also is very positive about going to Lowood and intends to do her best there as she 

thinks of it as a new start to life away from the negative energy of Gateshead hall and 

her parent’s death. 

However, life at Lowood may be worse for Jane as she is expected to do what a typical 

Victorian girl would do, and she is expected to fit in with everyone around her. She would 

sill be punished regularly just like at Gateshead however she would not be given proper 

meals. She would only eat 2 meals a day and the portions would be smaller. The food 

would be a big change in her life and the routine of waking up early all year round. She 

would also have a less hygienic atmosphere and have to wait to shower in a cold-water 

basin. 

a) The children have to say grace before they eat their meals. 

b) They have to study maths. 

c) They have to study grammar. 

d) They receive small portions of food which is sometimes too disgusting to eat.  

e) The children have to wake before dawn in freezing temperatures.  

                           

                              Helen Burns 

What were your first impressions of Helen? How would you describe Helen? 

How does she compare to Jane? 



I thought Helen would be a good friend of Jane’s and that she would be one of the 

reasons of comfort for Jane. I thought she was smart, honest and loyal. She is the 

opposite of Jane in that she would not speak back and can tolerate pain. She thinks 

about the punishments she will receive for her actions. 

1. Is Helen Burns intelligent? 

Helen burns is extremely intelligent and can answer all of Miss Scatcherd’s questions 

correctly. 

Helen Burns is intelligent: she was the only girl able to answer Miss Scatcherd’s 

questions about Charles I. 

 

2. What did Miss Scatcherd punish Helen for? 

She punished Helen for having dirty fingernails even though it was impossible for her 

to wash them with only frozen water. 

Miss Scatcherd punished Helen for having dirty fingernails, even though Helen was 

unable to wash her hands in the morning because the water was frozen! 

3. How did Helen react to her punishment? 

Helen didn’t even flinch when she was hit. She automatically knew what to do and 

didn’t even try and argue back. She let out a single silent tear while going to put the 

stack of straws away again in the closet. 

Helen accepted her violent punishment without a word, and without flinching at all. 

She only shed a single tear after she put the sticks away.  

Write down how Helen and Jane reacted to Helens punishments 

Helen – thinks that she deserved her punishment and that she should not have responded in 

the same way that Jane would have. She thinks that she must be nice to her even when she 

has been punished in an extremely cruel way. She is very religious as she says that you 

must returns a good to evil meaning she should not respond in the same manner as the 

person who harms her. 

Jane – she feels that Helen should have done something to protect herself for she was not 

wrong and did not deserve the punishment. She is not afraid to be expelled and would have 

spoken back to the teacher. She said she would have broken the straw right in front of the 

teachers face. 

Did Charlotte Brontë include the character of Helen Burns to show us the ideal way to 

behave? Or is the truth slightly different? 

I agree with the statement as Helen Burns is what Mrs Reed would approve of in comparison 

to Jane. The character of Helen Burns is used to highlight how different a typical Victorian 

girl was to Jane and how Jane defies the idea of a perfect girl. By expressing both ways that 

they would have reacted in the same situation, we can clearly see the different in the way 

they act and their personalities. Helen Burns is meek and submissive while Jane Eyre is 

outgoing, passionate and would have been thought of in the Victorian era as rude for sharing 

her opinion on things that she thinks are unjust. 



a) Helen knows that she did wrong, which is why she knows that the punishment is 

appropriate.  

b) Helen knows that it is her duty to receive the punishment, so she simply 

accepts it as her duty. 

c) Helen knows that she would be expelled from the school if she was to rebel 

against receiving the punishment. 

d) The Bible says that evil deeds should be returned with good ones, and Helen 

uses this to help her accept her punishment. 

e) Helen knows that Miss Scatcherd will go to hell for her bad ways, so Helen does not 

mind accepting the punishment now.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


