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1. Ozymandias meant ‘ruler of air’ to show his greatness above all others. 
2. Prelude means an action/ event that is an introduction to something greater. This 

shows how Wordsworth believed that our thoughts and views develop as we get 
older and our first impressions on the world are an introduction. 

3. The Prelude’s title tells us a bit about the context of the poem; Wordsworth wished to 
write another poem that was an extension of his developed thoughts and skill as a 
poet, and this poem shows how every great work has an introduction. 

 
The poem appears to have a deeper meaning about the interaction of man and nature and 
the changes in our interpretations of such interactions. For example, nature is portrayed as 
grand and powerful, whereas man is insignificant and unfamiliar. This relates to the message 
of the poet about the development of how we view the world around us. The narrator is 
relatively young and his ‘prelude’ into nature is daunting and reflects the powerlessness of 
man when we are in the unfamiliarity of the outer world. Furthermore, the poet Wordsworth 
seems to be using his personal experiences to extend his views on man’s powerlessness 
when out of our comfort zones. The poem was written as an introduction to potential works 
that would be more sophisticated and grand, showing how every great thing starts with the 
person stepping out of their comfort zone. Overall, the poem uses the lonely boy rowing a 
lake in the night as an extended metaphor for the feeling of stepping out of your comfort 
zone into a world that is greater than yourself. 
 
The poet uses pathetic fallacy to express the loneliness and powerlessness of the narrator. 
He begins by describing the willow tree, a symbol of death and sadness, and returns to it at 
the end of the poem. The use of a cyclical motif creates an overarching tone of sadness, 
grief and loneliness, as though death is always present in the shadows. Furthermore, the 
Lake District, the chosen location for the poem, is a setting that hyperboles the contrast of 
the power of man and nature. The narrator is out of his comfort zone, into a place where 
nature dominates and he is insignificant. This is expressed through the changing night sky 
that gets darker and deeper, showing how man is ultimately a stranger to their own world as 
they get further and further away from human interaction. Even the moving stream of water 
where the narrator is rowing, is a symbolism of how swept away we can get in unfamiliar 
places as the narrator is clearly lost in the grandness of nature. Overall, the setting is 
morose and reflects the loneliness that the narrator is feeling and the unfamiliarity of the 
Lake District, a place where man is small in comparison to nature. 
 
The poet was born in the Lake District, the location of the poem. 
He was orphaned from an early age, which could be the background of the boy’s loneliness. 
The feeling of grief in the poem, specifically the Willow, could be a reflection of the tragedies 
and grief in his own life with the death of his loved ones. 
The deaths of many of his family members because of natural causes, could have been the 
reason behind the conflict of man to accept that sometimes we are powerless against 
nature, which is a theme in the poem. 
 



1. False, he was born there, so it is familiar to him. 
2. (Possibly) True, he may have felt powerless towards nature because he could not 

prevent their deaths from something that was natural.  
3. False, it is a symbol of grief and death. 
4. False, the teenager could mean different things; our insignificance, our mental 

development or reflecting on the past. 
 Annotations of the poem:



                                                                                             Wordsworth 
explores the mental conflict that a teenage boy has whilst surrounded by nature in the Lake 
District. Strong argument-good statement The teenager boy feels attacked by nature as the 
storm ‘upreared its head’. Language analysis The use of monstrous imagery here shows 
how victimised the boy feels – he is powerless to protect himself given the setting of the 
poem. analysis of the deeper meaning of the poem He is in the middle of a lake, on a boat 
and feels punished by nature. However, the fact that this is the ‘huge peak, black and huge’ 
of a storm, a natural phenomenon especially in the mountains, suggests that the character is 
paranoid and feels as though nature wants to destroy him. Clear understanding of the poem 
using judicious quotes This may refer back to Wordsworth’s own life as he experienced 
many deaths and may have felt as though the cycle of life was unfair to him as he suffered 
as death took loved ones away from him. Context This might imply that Wordsworth’s 
negative mindset created the conflict for this teenager who sees ‘blackness’ everywhere – 
he is followed by death, much like Wordsworth. Perhaps both the character and Wordsworth 
feel a conflict with everything that they experience due to their grave feelings. Links 
everything back to the statement to create a cohesive, well-structured argument 
 
Contextual understanding (AO3) – Wordsworth’s life and how this influenced him, your 
knowledge about the setting. 
The use of form and language (AO2) 
Explain how the above has allowed you to understand the Poet’s meaning (AO1) 
 
 
 
 



How has Wordsworth explored conflict between man and nature? 
 
In the poem ‘Extract from, The Prelude’, Wordsworth uses language to  explore ideas about 
the continuous conflict between man and nature. He uses symbolisms such as the lake and 
the mountains, personifying nature to make it seem powerful and dominant over mankind. 
Nature is portrayed as hauntingly powerful as it seems to constantly overrule the narrator 
and make him feel insignificant and powerless. This could be a reflection of Wordsworth’s 
own experiences. He was orphaned from an early age, which could be the background of 
the boy’s loneliness, ‘call it solitude or blank desertion’ . The feeling of grief in the poem, 
specifically the Willow, could be a reflection of the tragedies and grief in his own life with the 
death of his loved ones. The deaths of many of his family members because of natural 
causes, could have been the reason behind the conflict of man to accept that sometimes we 
are powerless against nature, which is a major theme in the poem. 
 
The conflict between man and nature can be interpreted as a struggle for freedom. The little 
boat tied to a willow tree could be symbolising the struggle of man to break free from nature 
and be its own. The boat could be an extension of humanity, weak and frail, yet boats are 
made of wood, coming from trees; we are still a product of nature. This struggle to break free 
from the restrictions of nature and unloosen the ‘chains’ that bind us to nature presents man 
as a prisoner of nature because it is so dominant and controlling. It is almost as if the act of 
breaking free from nature does not mean freedom at all because it will always come back to 
haunt us as a hanging ‘darkness’. This shows the deeper meaning about the powerlessness 
of man; we use nature to our advantage (the boat) yet we will still be overpowered by what 
came first, as it rebels against the injustices and poor treatment of man towards nature. 
Wordsworth’s loss of loved ones is clearly an influence on the poem, showing that no matter 
how advanced humankind may be, nature will always silently sweep away the joy in our lives 
without us being able to do a single thing. 
 
Furthermore, the narrator is out of his comfort zone, into a place where nature dominates 
and he (man) is insignificant. He unties the boat from its ‘usual home’ and as he got further 
and further away, a shadow ‘towered up between (him) and the stars’. This shows that even 
though the stars-a symbol of hope and light- are part of the scene, nature can take away the 
security of light and leave the narrator in complete darkness if it wishes to. In addition, the 
changing night sky that gets darker and deeper, shows how man is ultimately a stranger to 
their own world and just how dark it can get, intimidating man with its ability to change at its 
will. Even the moving stream of water where the narrator is rowing, is a symbolism of how 
swept away we can get in unfamiliar places as the boy is clearly lost in the grandness of 
nature. All in all, Wordsworth expresses the grandness of nature’s ability, as if it is constantly 
able to prove to man how insignificant we are and how controlling its own, almost ‘voluntary’ 
abilities are. 
 
Moreover, the conflict of man against nature is evidently that where nature is familiar and 
man is a stranger. The narrator is relatively young and his ‘prelude’ into nature is daunting 
and reflects the powerlessness of man when we are in the unfamiliarity of the outer world. 
The persona, being in a first person perspective, feels more personal to the reader than 
nature which is described either as ‘she’ or ‘it’. This adds to the feeling of nature’s 



unfamiliarity, as we are following the limited perspective of the boy. In line 22, the tone shifts 
in the poem from casual and descriptive ‘glittering idly’ and ‘melting’ to harsh and aggressive 
‘towered’ and ‘strode’ to describe the ‘voluntary power instinct’ of nature. This shows how 
even though the boy may have seemed to be in control from the beginning, it is nature’s 
territory and it can change the course of events freely at its will. Not only does this show the 
power of nature over man, but more specifically its power over man when we step into its 
comfort zone. This makes the readers question the boy’s decision as we wonder whether it 
is man’s fault for being the intruder and ‘(stealing our) way’ into a place where we are the 
unwelcome strangers. 
 
All in all, Wordsworth presents the conflict between man and nature as that of nature’s 
power and control over man. The language and structure of the poem reflects the 
dominance of nature and the inability for man to keep up with our so-called freedom. The 
persona takes on a tone of grief, fear and struggle, showing the different ways that nature 
can intimidate man and make us feel powerless. It also conveys the two-sided conflict 
between the two and makes the reader question who and if either one is at fault. Overall, 
Prelude presents ideas about the struggle and conflict between man and nature and how 
perhaps, the cycle is constant and man will always be haunted by the underlying effects of 
nature on our lives. 


