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Geography – Lesson 2 

What are the four different plate boundaries? 

  

                                                                   

 

 

 

 

The crust is the outer-most layer of the planet. It is also the 

layer that we live on. This layer is broken up into lots of small pieces that are called tectonic plates. 

There are two types of crust that make up this layer – they are called  oceanic crust and continental 

crust. Oceanic crust is very thick. It is also very heavy and so will sink.  
However, continental crust is very thin and very light. This means that it does not sink. 

 

Divergent 

 

-This occurs when plates move apart 

- An example of a constructive plate boundary is the 

mid-Atlantic Ridge. 

- The  new crust is formed when volcanoes are 

formed as magma wells up to fill the gap  

 

Destructive- Convergent 

Occurs when oceanic and continental plates 

move together 

-Friction causes melting and this leads to 

earthquakes 

-An example is where the Nazca plate is forced 

under the South American Plate. 

Destructive- Collision 

 

-They form when two continental plates collide 

- Neither plate is forced under the other 

-Both are forced up and form fold mountains. 

Conservative- Transform 

- Occurs where plates slide past each other in 

opposite directions, or in the same direction but 

at different speeds 

- This occurs at the San Andreas Fault in 

California. 

- Friction is eventually overcome and the plates 

slip past in a sudden movement.  

 

This is the thickest section of the 

earth with a diameter of about 

2900km. It is often described as 

being semi-molten, but in reality, 

the top is hard rock and as you 

near the outer core it is beginning 

to melt (magma). Convection 

currents are found in this layer. 
 

This layer is believed to be 

liquid and largely made of iron 

and nickel. It is extremely hot 

with temperatures up to 5,500 

degrees centigrade. 

This layer is believed to be solid, 

because of the immense pressure 

placed upon it. It contains the centre 

of the earth, which is about 6,378km 

from the surface. It is also extremely 

hot at about 5,500 degrees 

centigrade. 

It is solid and is the layer we live on. 

It is usually between 10km and 60km 

thick. Its thickness is often referred 

to as the relative thickness of an 

apple skin (when compared to the 

size of an apple). 
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Feedback: 

Rizona’s work is excellent. She has presented it really well and followed the instructions that were provided 

in the online learning PPT really precisely. There one slight misunderstanding about the thickness of the 

different types of crust. 

• Oceanic crust is thin and heavy.  

 

• Continental crust is thick but light.  


